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exclusive, and for meeting the trend to equality half-way. And
already before 1914 the spread of education made this more
possible. There resulted (as perhaps is inevitable in such cases)
a decay of polished manners at the top; but against this must be
set the rise in the general level.
In domestic relations there was some decrease of clannishness.
Smaller families entailed fewer cousins. The progress of women
towards equality stimulated a demand for reform of the divorce
laws. In 1909 the first Lord Gorell, who had been president of
the probate, divorce, and admiralty division of the high court,
moved a motion in the house of lords which resulted in his being
appointed chairman of a strong royal commission on the subject.
In 1912 the commission produced two reports. The minority,
consisting of an archbishop and two other strict anglicans, was
against granting divorce on any ground save adultery, and con-
sequently opposed all major changes; though they agreed that
newspaper reports of divorce proceedings should be restricted,
that women should be entitled to divorce on the same terms as
men, and that a Poor Persons' Procedure should be introduced
to render divorce no longer beyond the means of the great
majority of people—recommendations which were subsequently
adopted in 1926, 1923, and 1922 respectively. The majority—
a very weighty body—went farther; they urged that cruelty,
desertion for three years, and (with certain provisos) habitual
drunkenness, incurable insanity, and a life sentence of imprison-
ment, should each be a ground for divorce. These recommenda-
tions corresponded to the best non-ecclesiastical opinion at the
time; but it must not be thought on that account that divorce
was then as lightly regarded as now. Adultery remained a
ground for social ostracism; and persons divorced for it, or
co-respondents, were just as liable to be driven from politics as
Parnell or Dilke had been. The subsequent laxer view came in
with the war as the result of war-marriages, and is one of the
relatively few changes that the war may be said to have originated.
Elsewhere, and to sum up these immediate pre-war years, it
may be said, so far as England is concerned, that most of the
familiar post-war tendencies were already developing in them.
The war altered direction less than is often supposed* It accele-
rated changes—at least for the time being; but they were
germinating before it. It may be that some would have been
carried through more wisely but for the war's revolutionary

